CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES FOR
Sunday 12th July 2020
The Parable of the Sower
This week we are looking at a story that Jesus told to the people. Many of His stories are called PARABLES because they
have a message that we need to understand.
This parable is about a man who sowed lots of grain but only some of them grew. We can learn what happened to the rest
of it and why, as well as the hidden message from Jesus.
Getting Started
Seeds come in all shapes and sizes. Some you can eat - they can be really good for you - and some are poisonous! And the
plants and trees that they grow into are just as different.
See if you can match the seeds below with the trees and plants that they grow into. Start by working out what they all are
and then match up the ones you are sure about. Then you will see what is left.
Then find out which of the seeds are safe to eat and which will make you ill.

The Story
So many people wanted to see Jesus and hear what He had to say, that He had to go out on the lake and sit in a boat to
teach the people standing on the shore so that they could all see Him. He told them many things through parables.
‘Listen!’ Jesus said. ‘A farmer went out to sow his seeds. As he scattered them, some of the seeds fell on the path and the
birds came and ate them up.

Some seeds fell onto rocky ground. At first they grew quickly, but when the sun came out they got all burnt up because
they had no roots in the shallow soil.
Other seeds fell among thorns, which grew up around them and choked them.
The rest of the seeds seed fell on good soil and they grew into thirty, sixty, a hundred times more wheat.
Listen!’ Jesus said again. ‘If you’ve got ears, listen!’
Jesus explained the parable of the sower to the crowd:
‘What did I mean by the seed on the path being eaten up?’ he said. ‘Well, that’s like when the good things that God has
planted in our hearts get snatched away by the devil.
And the seed on the rocky path? That’s like when someone hears God’s word and loves it and is full of joy, but their
enthusiasm disappears as soon as trouble comes their way.
And the seed among thorns? Well, that’s like when someone hears God’s word but worry and greed take over.
But the seed planted in good soil – ah, the seed in the good soil is like the person who hears God’s word, loves it and lives
it, so it produces thirty, sixty, a hundred times more goodness in their lives.’
This a great little film to help you to understand the story …
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=36&v=V9IOhGPrRvY&feature=emb_logo
Thinking About It
The seeds fell on four types of soil or ground: the hard path, some rocky ground, some fell among the weeds and the rest
fell on good soil.
The hard soil of the path was like the hard hearts of people who heard Jesus’ teaching but did not understand or care what
it meant. They are people who do not want to follow God. They walk away from God like the seed that was eaten by the
birds.
The seed that fell on the rocky soil was like someone who hears about God and wants to become a Christian. They are
happy to find God but when they are questioned about their faith then they change their minds and turn away from him.
That is like the plant whose roots die.
The seed that fell on the soil that had weeds and thorns in it never grew big and strong. That is like people who listen to
the Word of God but then get tempted into making money and having fun that they don’t have time to worship Him. Too
much money and too much fun keep them from being strong and healthy Christians just like the weeds that choked the
plant.
Finally, Jesus explained that the good soil is a heart that listens to God’s word and tries to obey him. Just like the seed
grows in good soil, the words of Jesus grow in good hearts. The person whose heart is like the good soil always wants to
listen to God and to make him happy by obeying him.
Activity
You will need:
• Some scrap paper - a couple of sheets from a newspaper or magazine would be

fine or some old wrapping paper, if you've had a birthday recently
• 4 items of clothing, like t-shirts, pyjama tops or scarves, ideally different colours
• Some space on the floor

Take a piece of paper about the size of your hand and scrunch it up into small ball
about the size of a marble. Make more of these little balls. You will need about
10 to get started - you can make more later if you want.
Lay the 4 items of clothing on the floor. Fold each one so it is about 30cm square.
Don't worry too much about what size they are as long as all four are about the
same size as each other. Each t-shirt needs to touch the next one so there is no
space between them.
Now hold as many of the little paper balls in your hand as you can, stand three
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steps away from the clothing and throw the balls on to the t-shirts. This is like scattering the seeds onto the field.
Count how many fell on each top. Decide which top is the path, which is the rocky ground, which is full of thorns and
which represents the good soil.
Now you know what you are doing, try again but don’t stand too close! You could make the t-shirt representing the path
into a straight line, if you want and rearrange the other tops around it.
Can you see how hard it is to make sure that all the seed falls on the good soil? There will always be some which misses
the good soil and falls on the path, between the rocks or among the thorns.
These 5 pictures tell the story but they are all muddled up. Sort them into the right order and then tell the story to
someone else

Prayer
Dear God,
We are sorry for the times when You have spoken to us but we haven't listened and please help us to listen more carefully
Amen.
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